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Skelton of Thesis or Dissertation: 

The general structure of the thesis or dissertation submitted for University of Raparin / 

College of Nursing is as follow: 

Structure of Thesis or Dissertation from Cover to Body Text: 

I. Cover Page as delineated below with other parts 

II. Ayat Quran or Quotation (Optional) 

III. Publication for this study 

Publication and / or Publications should be listed in this page that published during 

this academic journey. 

IV. PhD / MSc Declaration 

V. Certification and approval pages. 

• Certification of the supervisor (s) 

• Certificate of Department 

• Examination Committee 

VI. Dedication page (optional). 

VII. Acknowledgement’s page. 

VIII. Abstract (It Should not more than 300 Words) 

IX. Table of contents. 

X. List of tables. 

XI. List of figures. 

XII. List of abbreviations. 

 

 

Note: PhD / MSc template is available online on website page of College of Nursing.  
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Body of the text. 

Chapters of Thesis or Dissertation are including:  

I. Chapter 1: Introduction. 

II. Chapter 2: Review of Literature 

III. Chapter 3: Methodology  

IV. Chapter 4: Results of Study. 

V. Chapter 5: Discussion 

VI. Chapter 6: Conclusions and recommendations. 

General Considerations 

1. The thesis or dissertation should be bound with hard cover when finally submitted to 

University of Raparin / College of Nursing. 

2. White papers A4 (297 X 210 mm) are used, and printing should be on one side of the 

paper. 

3. The margins of the pages should be as follow: 1.5 inches for the left margin and 1 inch 

for other margins. 

4. Preliminary pages should be paginated with Upper case Roman numerals starting with 

Acknowledgement page.  

5. All Page numbers should be at the Upper Right Corner of the page. 

6. The minimum number of pages is usually 120 pages for M.Sc. theses, and 150 pages 

for the Ph.D theses (from Introduction up to Appendices). 

7. Titles of the chapter should be Bold (font 16 point) 

8. Subtitles either bold or underline 

9. The font type is “Times New Roman” and the font size is the standard 14- point, with 

no use of Italic or bold letters (or non-formal printing such as WordArt) in all sections 

and chapters of the thesis or dissertation unless indicated. 

10. Line spacing should be 1.5 space of the Microsoft Word computer program throughout 

the text. 

11. Indentation is should be 0.4 Inches of New paragraphs. 
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References  

Referencing in both text and bibliography follow this style of referencing 

✓ (Cite Them Right 10th edition - Harvard style) 

1. Authors Name in both text and reference list: 

• Up to three Authors: (Author name (s), year) 

• More than Three Authors: (first Author name et al., year) 

2. Digital objective identifier (DOI) should be written if available 

  

3. The number of references depends on the topic, but generally a minimum of 80 

references is required. 

✓ To be easily cited your references is advised to use reference management system 

software, and preferable references management system is one of the below: 

1. Endnote 

2. Mandalay  

3. Zotero 

4. RefWorks 

5. BibDesk 

6. JabRef 

Appendices. 

Included all appendix that mentioned and referred in the text.  

Cover Pages and Abstract in Kurdish and Arabic languages must be written in reverse side 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 4 

 

Kurdistan Regional Government-Iraq 

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

University of Raparin 

College of Nursing 

  

 

 

Title of Thesis or Dissertation 

 

A Thesis (PhD) or Dissertation (MSc) submitted to the College of Nursing / 

University of Raparin in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of 

Doctorate of Philosophy (PhD) or Master of Science (MSc) in 

………………………………….. 

 

By 

………………………………………… 

BSc, MSc 

Specialty………………….. 

 

 

 

Under the Supervisor 

Academic Rank  

Name 

Qualifications and Specialties 

 

 

 

Months and Year in Kurdish, Arabic and English 

 



P a g e  | 5 

 

Abstract 

The abstract should be written in one page, and not exceeding 250 words (can be extended to 

300 words in PhD theses).  

✓ At the foot of the page the researcher should provide at least three key words  

✓ It should contain no references or abbreviations. 

✓ It should be written as a structured abstract, usually has four subheadings as follows: 

Background and objectives: 

It includes a concise definition of the problem, a background for the study, and the 

objectives of the study. 

Methods: 

It includes study design and setting, and tool (s) of the study 

 Results: 

It includes the main findings (giving specific data and their statistical significance, etc). 

Conclusion and Recommendation: 

It includes principal conclusions (emphasizing new and important aspects of the study) and 

related recommendation,  

 

Table of contents 

It should include at least headings for all chapters, and titles for sections, first level sub-

sections / sub-headings, and appendices with their corresponding page numbers aligned at 

the right-hand side of the page. 

List of tables / figures 

These should include the table / figure numbers with their titles and the corresponding page 

numbers aligned at the right-hand side of the page, as with the table of contents. 

List of abbreviations 

The nomenclature includes all abbreviations and acronyms found in the thesis or dissertation 

that the researcher uses frequently and does not define at each usage. These should be listed 

in alphabetical order, using only standard abbreviations.  
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Chapter 1: Introduction 

The title of the sub-section should have the first letter in upper case. Each sub-section of a 

chapter should be given a numerical index, e.g., the first section of chapter 1 is written as 

1.1. Further subsection / subheading of the above is written as 1.1.1. The numerical index for 

the next section will be 1.2. and for further subsection as 1.2.1.,  

The introduction should provide: 

✓ A brief overview of the problem tackled by the researcher with up-to date background 

information 

 

✓ It should provide nature of the problem and justification statement (rationale).  The 

justification should be phrased in a way or another to answer the questions why the 

research needs to be done, and what will be its significance. 

 

✓ It should explain statement of problem and Objective (s) of the study; both the main 

aim and secondary objectives should be specific and clearly written. 

 

✓ Theoretical and operational definition of terms in the statement should included 

 

✓ The number of the pages of the introduction is not limited, but it should be very brief. 

Chapter 2: Review of Literature  

➢ The literature review should be up to date including review of most relevant research 

works that have been done on the subject. It should be an emphasis on recent global 

and regional or local studies.  

 

➢ For certain types of studies, a table may be the ideal format for synthesis of 

information. A few columns may summarize what was done and what was found, and 

the last column gives the relevant references.  

 

➢ The contents of this chapter should be divided into logical segments using sections / 

headings, subsections / subheadings, e.g. Historical background, epidemiological and / 

or clinical findings, etc., as relevant to the area of research.  
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Chapter 3: Methodology 

This chapter can be entitled as: 

o Design of the study 

o Administrative Arrangements and Ethical Consideration (If Needed) 

o Patient Confidentiality (if the research is a clinical study)  

o Setting of the study 

o The Sample and Sampling of the study 

✓ Inclusion and exclusion criteria  

✓ Recruitment and distribution of samples 

o Tools of the Study  

o Validity of the Tools  

o Pilot Study  

o Reliability of Tools  

o Data Collection Technique  

o Duration of the Study  

o Statistical Analysis 

o Limitation of the Study   

Chapter 4:  Results and Findings of the study 

✓ Results should be presented in logical sequence in the form of text, tables, and figures, 

giving the main or most important findings. 

✓ They should be broken into logical segments using subsections / subheadings if 

required. 

✓ Data in tables or figures should not be fully repeated in the text; only important 

observations should be emphasized or summarized. 

✓ Numeric results should be presented as the absolute numbers and as derivatives (e.g., 

percentages, rates, etc).  

✓ The word "figure" is used for graphs, diagrams, charts, illustrations, sketches, 

photographs, etc. Whatever the choice of the researcher, it should be consistent 

throughout the study and the letter – F – should always be capitalized. 

✓ The word "table" should be written without abbreviation, and the letter – T – should 

always be capitalized. 

✓ Data should not be duplicated in graphs and tables. 

✓ Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively with included chapter number 

e.g. Table 4.1 

✓ Titles of the table is written above the table while that of the figure is written below. 
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✓ Summarized information of figure is written above while in the table should be 

written below table.   

✓ Tables should be none-lined except upper and bottom of table 

✓ Big tables should be avoided 

✓ Tables and figures should be made as self-explanatory as possible, since many will be 

used directly in the presentation. Statistical measures of variations and tests of 

significance with significance values should be included in the table. 

 

Chapter 5: Discussion  

 It should emphasize the new and important aspects of the study 

 It may start with concise restatement of the study’s purpose and the answers which the 

study has given.  

 Discussion is a critique on what was done and what was found.  

 There is no needed for repetitioning details the data given in the result; the main 

findings should be summarized briefly. 

  The possible mechanism or explanation for the findings should be thoroughly 

explored. 

 The results of the study should be compared with other relevant studies taking into 

consideration, the limitations of the study and their contribution to the findings and 

researcher’ scientific rationale. 

 The flow of ideas in this chapter should follow the sequence of the objectives and 

results. 

 

Chapter 6: Conclusions and Recommendations 

Conclusion  
❖ This chapter should include summary of new observations, new interpretations, and 

new insights that have resulted from this work. 

❖ The researcher uses this chapter to merely restate the research findings.  

❖ The conclusion should be linked with the objectives of the study 

❖ Avoiding unqualified statements and conclusions not adequately supported by the 

data. 
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Recommendations 
Recommendations should include exploration of the practical, applied, and clinical 

implications of the findings.  

➢ The possibility of how this work can be improved by future research and what needs 

to be done should also be clearly addressed.  

➢ Recommendations should therefore, include suggestions for further research. 

➢ How findings could apply into practice to solve the problems related to the area of 

study  

➢ Make suggestion for policymaker (e.g., Ministries, Directories and etc.).  
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